[Descending necrotizing mediastinitis. Clinical experience and review of the literature].
The occurrence of a Descending Necrotizing Mediastinistis (DNM) usually is a consequence of oropharyngeal infections, which ultimately invade the mediastinum via the cervical fasciae. The clinical course is rapid and often fatal, and is associated with severe systemic symptoms, including fever and hypotension. In these cases, an aggressive surgical approach associated with an appropriate antibiotic treatment is mandatory. Personal experience in the treatment of DNM is presented and a review of the current literature is made; moreover an operative algorhythm is presented.